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the more than 7,000 identified rare diseases
have at least one treatment option approved
by the Food and Drug Administration: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms the importance of the Orphan
Drug Act;

(2) applauds the significant, life-saving ac-
complishments of the Orphan Drug Act dur-
ing the course of the 35-year history of the
Act, including the tremendous growth in re-
search and development of new therapies for
rare diseases and the resulting number of
therapies approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for people living with rare dis-
eases;

(3) recognizes that significant research and
development efforts and related investments
are needed to develop therapies to treat and
cure thousands of rare diseases for which no
treatment options are currently available;
and

(4) recognizes the need to continue sup-
porting public investment, and encouraging
private investment, in research and develop-
ment of new therapies for rare diseases.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 691—RE-
AFFIRMING THE CENTRALITY OF
PRESS FREEDOM AND FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION TO DEMOCRACY
IN THE UNITED STATES AND TO
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND
STABILITY

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. SMITH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. RES. 691

Whereas the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States enshrines
press freedom as a foundational element of
the democracy of the United States when it
declares, ‘‘Congress shall make no law . . .
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press’’;

Whereas Thomas Jefferson famously and
wisely wrote in 1787, ‘“‘were it left to me to
decide whether we should have a government
without newspapers or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment
to prefer the latter’, underscoring the en-
during importance of independent and pro-
fessional journalism as a check on govern-
ment authority in every society;

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted December 10, 1948, by the United Na-
tions General Assembly, enshrines press free-
dom as a vital aspect of universal human
rights;

Whereas the use of threatening rhetoric by
President Donald J. Trump, including false
declarations that the media are ‘‘the enemy
of the American people’, and the repeated
disparagements of specific journalists and
outlets by President Trump have under-
mined public trust in fact-based journalism;

Whereas, on November 7, 2018, in the first
press conference by President Trump after
the 2018 elections, President Trump accused
Yamiche Alcindor of PBS Newshour of ask-
ing a ‘racist question” when Yamiche
Alcindor asked about the support that the
President receives from white nationalists;

Whereas the White House has withdrawn
the press credentials of CNN White House re-
porter Jim Acosta in clear retaliation for
questioning of the President by Jim Acosta;

Whereas White House Press Secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders falsely claimed,
and distributed a doctored video purporting
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to show, that Jim Acosta placed ‘‘his hands
on a young woman’’ as the basis for the with-
drawal of press credentials from Jim Acosta;

Whereas, on November 9, 2018, President
Trump threatened to revoke the press cre-
dentials of other journalists as well;

Whereas, on October 18, 2018, President
Trump praised Congressman Greg Gianforte
for the misdemeanor assault charges to
which the Congressman pled guilty for phys-
ically assaulting a reporter on the eve of a
special election in 2017;

Whereas independent survey research has
recently found that the trust of the people of
the United States in professional media out-
lets remains strong despite repeated attacks
by the President;

Whereas the respected nonprofit organiza-
tion Committee to Protect Journalism re-
ports that, as of November 15, 2018, 45 jour-
nalists have been killed around the globe in
2018 while doing their jobs;

Whereas Myanmar journalists Wa Lone
and Kyaw Soe Oo, while working for Reuters,
a highly reputable worldwide news gathering
organization, were unjustly convicted and
sentenced to 7 years of imprisonment for
their reporting on the August 2017 campaign
by Burmese security forces to assault, kill,
rape, and burn the villages of the Rohingya
people and to force the Rohingya people to
flee from Myanmar to Bangladesh, which led
approximately 700,000 Rohingya people to
flee their homeland;

Whereas more and more leaders in other
countries are emulating attacks that Presi-
dent Trump has made on professional jour-
nalism and investigative journalism, leading
to corruption and repression;

Whereas credible reports indicate that
Saudi Arabia targeted Washington Post col-
umnist Jamal Khashoggi because of his cri-
tiques of the Government of Saudi Arabia
and his push for a free press in the Middle
East;

Whereas credible reports indicate that
agents of Saudi Arabia brutally tortured and
killed Jamal Khashoggi within the Saudi
Arabian consulate in Istanbul when he came
to pick up a legal document necessary for his
planned marriage;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has engaged in a series of brazen lies and at-
tempted cover-ups of the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi; and

Whereas the public statements of Presi-
dent Trump have led many people to con-
clude that President Trump does not intend
to hold senior Saudi Arabian officials ac-
countable or to demand an independent and
impartial investigation into the brutal death
of Jamal Khashoggi: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the central role that inde-
pendent and professional journalism plays
in—

(A) strengthening democratic governance;

(B) upholding the rule of law;

(C) mitigating conflict; and

(D) informing public opinion in the United
States and around the world;

(2) condemns the consistent use by Presi-
dent Trump of rhetoric meant to celebrate
and publicize acts of violence and aggression
against the press;

(3) concurs with the statement of CNN that
the withdrawal of press credentials from Jim
Acosta is ‘‘a threat to our democracy and the
country deserves better’’;

(4) supports an independent and impartial
investigation by the United Nations Sec-
retary-General into the death of Jamal
Khashoggi, with the full cooperation of the
United States Government; and

(b) expresses support for and solidarity
with independent journalists around the
globe working—

(A) to expose uncomfortable truths;
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(B) to shine a light on systemic corruption;
and

(C) to provide accountability in societies
yearning for democracy and development.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 692—RECOG-
NIZING NOVEMBER 24, 2018, AS
“SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY”
AND CELEBRATING THE VITAL
ROLE OF SMALL BUSINESSES,
ALONG WITH THE EFFORTS OF
THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION, TO HELP PEOPLE IN
THE UNITED STATES START,
BUILD, AND GROW BUSINESSES

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CooNSs, Mr. Boo0z-
MAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. ENzI, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. ERNST,
Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HATCH, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
INHOFE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. MORAN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. HARRIS,
Mr. RouNDS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. RUBIO,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. ScoTT, Mr. UDALL,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. TESTER, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. KING, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. DAINES, and Mr. PERDUE)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 692

Whereas, as of November 2018, there are
more than 30,200,000 small businesses in the
United States;

Whereas small businesses in the United
States—

(1) represent 99.9 percent of all businesses
in the United States;

(2) employ nearly 48 percent of private sec-
tor employees in the United States;

(3) constitute almost 2 of every 3 new jobs;
and

(4) constitute 97.6 percent of firms that ex-
port goods; and

Whereas November 24, 2018, is an appro-
priate day to recognize ‘‘Small Business Sat-
urday’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate joins the Small
Business Administration in—

(1) supporting the designation of November
24, 2018, as ‘‘Small Business Saturday’’;

(2) celebrating the entrepreneurial spirit of
small business owners in the United States;

(3) recognizing the importance of creating
policies that promote a business-friendly en-
vironment for small business owners that is
free of unnecessary and burdensome regula-
tions and red tape;

(4) supporting and encouraging young en-
trepreneurs to pursue passions and create
more startup businesses; and

(5) celebrating the invaluable contribution
that small businesses make to the United
States as the backbone of the economy.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 693—CELE-
BRATING OCTOBER 25, 2018, AS
THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PASSAGE OF THE WOMEN’S
BUSINESS OWNERSHIP ACT OF

1988, WHILE COMMENDING THE
UNIQUE ENTREPRENEURIAL
SPIRIT SHARED BY WOMEN

SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS OF
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. BOOzZMAN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs.
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